
A BRIEF SHORT-TERM RENTAL Q & A  
 
WHAT IS A SHORT-TERM RENTAL? 
A Short-Term Rental (STR) is the rental of a whole dwelling, or rooms in a dwelling, to provide lodging for  
transient guests for any period of less than 30 days. An AirBnB is a typical example of a Short-Term Rental. 
 
HOW IS A SHORT-TERM RENTAL DIFFERENT FROM A TRADITIONAL BED AND BREAKFAST? 
A traditional Bed & Breakfast provides lodging and meals to paying transient guests, and frequently to 
unrelated groups of guests. Bed & Breakfasts are strictly regulated, must be licensed by the County, and 
must collect sales tax on their lodging fees. In contrast, a Short-Term Rental does not serve meals, the hosts 
are not subject to County licensure or NYS regulations, and STRs do not collect sales or occupancy taxes. 
 
ARE SHORT-TERM RENTALS LEGAL IN THE TOWN OF TAGHKANIC AT PRESENT? 
Under current Zoning law in the Town of Taghkanic, a Dwelling, by definition, may not be rented for less than 
30 days. To address the lack of any additional STR regulation in our town, the Zoning Commission requested 
in Spring of 2020 that the Town Board commission a Short-Term Rental Subcommittee to research, 
investigate, and draft proposed regulations for the governing of short-term rental properties in Taghkanic. 
Proposed regulations are subject to ongoing amendment, first by the Subcommittee in response to public 
comment, then they will be subject to further review and amendment by the ZC and/or the Town Board. 
Before any STR regulation is passed into Local Law, the Town will hold a formal Public Hearing on the matter.  
 
WHY ARE SHORT TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS NECESSARY? 
Taghkanic, along with other towns throughout the County, State, and Country, has identified the need to 
establish regulations and require operating permits to establish a system of accountability that ensures safe 
and responsible short-term lodging, not just for guests, but also for the fire and emergency personnel who 
serve our Town, and to protect quality of life for residents of the Town of Taghkanic. 
 
WHY ARE TAGHKANIC’S PROPOSED REGULATIONS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF OTHER TOWNS NEARBY? 
Every town must design regulations that are appropriate for their community and its needs. Cities and towns 
worldwide, from Berlin, Santa Monica, and New Orleans, to Hudson, Ancram and Taghkanic, are creating STR 
laws designed to respond specifically to the needs of their residents, and real estate conditions in their area. 
 
WILL THE PROPOSED STR REGULATIONS BE PART OF THE NEW ZONING CODE? 
These regulations are being considered apart from other Zoning Code, but STR regulations may be included  
in our current Zoning Code, depending on when they’re passed; and eventually they will be part of the new 
Zoning Code that is presently under review. Our Zoning Code regulates how property may be used in specific 
areas in the town. For example, in Taghkanic’s “Mixed Use” zone, owners are generally free to operate 
businesses (stores, restaurants, gas stations, hotels, motels, and so forth). However, in residential zones, 
commercial activity may be limited or prohibited; and some activities may be permitted only by “Special Use 
Permit”. Essentially, zoning regulations protect property values, preserve the residential character of a 
neighborhood or area, and monitor land use and development to ensure complementary uses of 
neighboring properties. The proposed STR regulations aim to do the same. 
 
WHO WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RENT THEIR HOUSE FOR STR? 
Proposed regulations provide that Owners whose Dwelling in the Town of Taghkanic is their Principal 
Residence (whether full-time or part-time) may apply for a permit to rent their entire home, a portion of 
their home, or an accessory dwelling on their property, as a Short-Term Rental. 



 
WHY MUST THE SHORT-TERM RENTAL BE A PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE?  
The principal residence requirement is the single most effective and enforceable way for local governments 
to prevent negative impacts on housing and quality-of-life while still allowing resident property owners to 
benefit from the STR industry. A principal residency requirement builds a significant inherent accountability 
into the operation of STRs. When a Short-Term Rental is not just a piece of property but a host’s actual 
home, in their own neighborhood, in their own town, owners are much more likely to be attentive to noise, 
trash, and other quality-of-life concerns. This personal investment ensures a higher level of compliance, and 
by making the economic opportunities of STR available to residents, rather than outside investors and 
absentee landlords, the Town can reasonably include STRs with other permitted “home-based occupations”. 
 
WHY IS REGISTRATION REQUIRED, AND HOW WILL RESIDENTS APPLY FOR STR PERMITS? 
STRs may require the services of our Volunteer Fire Company or other Emergency Service providers. This is 
the most significant reason the Town must require registration and know the location of each Short-Term 
Rental. An inspection is required to verify that the STR meets all health and safety requirements. STRs are 
home-based businesses in a residential neighborhood; the permit is a contract with the Town to abide by the 
established STR regulations. Residents wishing to operate STRs must submit yearly applications to the Code 
Enforcement Officer of the Town of Taghkanic, who will be authorized to issue 1-year permits. 
 
HOW CAN REGULATIONS BE ENFORCED, WHEN OWNERS CAN RENT AN ENTIRE DWELLING? 
STR owners who are not present during the rental period must provide contact information for a designated 
local representative to respond to questions from guests and complaints from neighbors, including but not 
limited to noise, parking violations, trespassing, garbage, or overcrowding. The CEO will register any 
complaints for review and will determine if the owners will be fined, or if the STR permit will be suspended 
or revoked. 
 
CAN AN ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT BE OFFERED AS A SHORT-TERM RENTAL? 
Yes, subject to certain conditions. An Accessory Dwelling may be permitted as a Short-Term Rental if the 
Owner will be present in the Primary Dwelling during the rental period, and a designated local host will be 
required if the Owner will be absent from the property. Only one Dwelling on any property may be rented as 
an STR – Owners may not offer both their Primary Dwelling and an Accessory Dwelling as STRs.  
 
DOES THE DRAFT PROPOSE LIMITS ON THE NUMBER OF STR PERMITS ISSUED BY THE TOWN? 
Yes, the draft proposes that the Town set limits on the number and density of STRs, both to preserve long- 
term housing stock and to protect the residential character of the town. The draft also proposes that  
permit applications should be reviewed and approved annually in the order received until the caps are met,  
and that these limits should be revisited periodically and amended as required or deemed prudent. 
 
WILL AN OCCUPANCY TAX FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS BE IMPLEMENTED IN TAGHKANIC IN THE FUTURE? 
Only the County, and not the Town of Taghkanic, can issue an Occupancy Tax, and only the County can 
collect occupancy and sales taxes. This option is currently under review by the County Board of Supervisors. 
 
WILL THE TOWN BENEFIT FINANCIALLY FROM REGULATING SHORT-TERM RENTALS? 
We do not expect the Town to benefit financially from residents operating their homes as Short-Term 
Rentals. However, the proposed fees for Permits and Inspections must be sufficient to cover the cost to the 
Town for the Code Enforcement Officer’s work on STR regulation and enforcement, and to cover the cost of 
any other regulatory tasks that may be performed by employees of the Town. 


